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motivated by the victim’s gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or dis-
ability. Another outcome was the requirement that the extent and nature of 
hate crime in the United States be reported by a variety of government agen-
cies. For example, the Bureau of Justice Statistics provides estimates on hate 
crime. Estimates show that from 2003 to 2011, 259,700 nonfatal violent and 
property hate crimes were perpetrated against individuals age 12 or older in 
the United States.20 This level of hate crime was unchanged from earlier esti-
mates for 2003 through 2006. Findings showed that about 4% of all violent 
crime in the United States takes the form of hate crime and that most of these 
crimes were committed based on the victim’s religious affiliation.21 The same 
findings also show that most hate crimes are violent in nature (as opposed 
to being property crime) and that during the study period, white, black, and 
Hispanic persons experienced similar rates of hate crime victimization in the 
United States.

VIOLENCE AGAINST 
OLLEGE STUDENTS

Violence against college students has become a topic of intense interest 
in recent years. High-profile cases such as Stanford rapist Brock Turner, who 
raped and assault an unconscious woman behind a waste bin at a fraternity 
party, have been plastered across the media. Before this horrific violence was 
known to the public, many had heard and repeated the “common knowledge” 
statistic that one in five college women is raped. These events have fueled 
the belief that college campuses are the epicenters of sexual violence where 
especially female students are at great risk. Not surprisingly, college students, 

especially women, express high levels of fear that they will be  
victimized.

While there is no doubt that college students are victim-
ized, and that they are victimized at unacceptably high rates, 
this topic is subject to much misunderstanding. What does 
the research tell us about college student victimization?

First, research findings come primarily from two types 
of data sources: surveys administered at specific universities 
and national surveys gathering information from students 
across the nation. The source of the data makes a big differ-
ence in terms of the generalizability of the findings. Findings 
stemming from students attending specific colleges can be 
used to describe what happens to students only at those spe-
cific colleges. These findings are not generalizable to colleges, 
universities, or students elsewhere in the nation. In contrast, 
findings from national probability surveys can be used to 
describe what happens to college students across the nation. 
These findings are generalizable across the nation.

Perhaps the most widely known statistics is the one-in-five statistic, based on the work of 
Krebs and colleagues.22 The one-in-five statistic, however, has been widely misappropriated. 
This estimate is not nationally representative of the prevalence of sexual assault, but rather it is 
an estimate that can be used to describe only the population of senior undergraduate women at 
the two universities where the data were collected. Furthermore, this statistic has been widely 
misidentified as referring to rape (penetration). In truth, it refers specifically to completed rape 
and completed sexual assault (e.g., forced kissing or unwanted groping of sexual body parts).

Research in 2015 by Cantor and colleagues gathered data from 27 universities and 
found 12% of the female students attending the 27 universities had experienced nonconsen-
sual penetration (rape) or sexual touching (sexual battery) by force or incapacitation since 
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Matthew Shepard was also tortured and 

suffered terribly before he was killed 

simply because he was gay. Can murderers 

motivated by one’s sexual orientation be 

rehabilitated? Or are some perpetrators 

lost causes? Why?
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This photo  shows a University of Maryland Police 

Department vehicle patrolling the extended jurisdiction area 

of the University of Maryland. Do more college police make 

students safer? Do they make students feel less safe? What 

do you think?




